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MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF FIRE SERVICES

AND

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

EMS PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND DECONTAMINATION

 PROGRAM
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health and the Massachusetts Department of Fire Services have developed a two-day program on Emergency Medical Services Personal Protective Equipment and Decontamination (EMS PPE/Decon) for Emergency Medical Service professionals under a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration.  The program will be conducted in fire stations and private ambulance company sites for emergency medical service professionals.  The program will enable emergency medical service providers to safely utilize personal protective equipment, acquire decontamination skills, and to contribute to decontamination efforts in a coordinated and unified approach with other emergency responders in the community.   

At the completion of the program participants will be able to:

· Identify hazardous materials in the community

· Identify the basic chemical/physical properties of hazardous materials

· Identify the types of agents and/or associated signs/symptoms of exposure

· Identify monitoring/identification equipment and detection methods

· Identify appropriate personal protective equipment in the prehospital setting  

· Demonstrate ability to don/doff PPE safely and correctly

· Decontaminate patients and EMS providers in the prehospital setting 

· Safely transport decontaminated and/or contaminated patients

Program Instructors 

The program will be taught by emergency medical service, fire service, and health care professionals.   

Target Audience

The program is designed for all emergency medical service professionals to prepare them for hazardous materials or public health emergency incidents, including fire service, private service and third service providers.      

Program Specifics

The course is offered free of charge to all emergency medical service professionals.  EMS PPE/Decon is twelve hours including two six-hour days.  It contains a didactic component as well as hands on training.  The program can be scheduled independently or together with the ICS HMA program on consecutive days.  Class size is a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 32 participants.  All participants must pre-register via the Department of Fire Services, Massachusetts Firefighting Academy two weeks prior to the start date.

Office of Emergency Medical Services education credits will be offered for both programs and certificates will be issued at the completion of each course.    

Location and Logistics

We will bring the program to you at your facility. The program will be conducted in fire stations and private ambulance company sites with the ability to practice decontamination procedures.   We request that you arrange for participants to obtain beverages and lunch. 

Please assign a contact person to work with the course coordinator.    

Contact Person

For information and scheduling please contact the course coordinators at 978-567-3250:

Michael Kelleher, EMS Program Assistant, DPH/DFS DPHPROGRAMS@yahoo.com
Susan Neaz, Program Assistant, DPH/DFS or Susan.Neaz@dfs.state.ma.us
Administrative Services ( Hazardous Materials Response
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy ( Office of the State Fire Marshal


[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]_979714565.doc
[image: image1.png]I ._._.___
inn








